“Helping People
Understand Soils”
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Soils Perform Vital Functions
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Soil is the Basis of the Ecosystem
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Soils Support Life
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Soil Management Affects Soil Quality
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Soils Have Unique Physical, Chemical, and
Biological Properties Important to Their Use
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Soil-Forming Factors Determine the
Location and Kind of Soil
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Soil Survey is a Scientifically-Based Inventory
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Soils Have Limitations Which Must Be
Understood
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Scientific Names for Soils Reduce Ambiguity
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Alfisols Alf from combination of al (aluminum) and f (ferrous) iron
Andisols Ando from Japanese term dark referring to dark volcanic ash
Aridisols Latin, aridies, dry arid
Entisols Ent meaningless, root recent
Gelisols Latin gelare, to freeze
Histosols Greek, histos, tissue
Inceptisols Latin, incepum, beginning, inception
Mollisols Latin, mollis, soft, mollify
Oxisols French oxide
Spodosols Greek spodos, wood ash
Ultisols Latin ultimus, last, ultimate
Vertisols Latin verto, vertical cracking




Soil Science Can Be Usefully Incorporated
Into Other Studies
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